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Jin  Interesting  Volitical  'Badge  of  the 
I860  Campaign 
Hy  Herman  H.  "Beers 

What  may  be  termed  as  a  relic  of  the1 
early  campaign  days  is  shown  by  the  above' 
cut,  a  memento  of  the  Lincoln  Hamlin  great 
political  campaign  of  1860. 

No  doubt  there  are  but  few  of  these  in' 
existence  today,  and  perhaps  they  are  remem- 
bered by  some  of  the  readers  of  the  WEST' 
who  may  have  campaigned  during  the  (JO'S  or 
have  one  in  their  collection. 

The  button  differs  from  the  kind  used 
now.  It  is  only  a  half  an  inch  in  diameter  and  in  thickness.  On  one 
side  is  the  portrait  of  Lincoln,  on  the  reverse  is  that  of  Hamlin,  produced 
on  it  in  type  and  fitted  in  a  circle  made  of  brass.  Even  47  years  old  it  is 
very  well  preserved  and  both  faces  are  easily  recognized.  I  have  had  this 
for  many  years,  from  whom  I  procured  it  I  do  noc  know.  On  February  12 
The  Detroit  Free  Press  reproduced  it  with  mention  but  I  have  as  yet  failed 
to  come'across  anyone  who  has  one  or  evei  saw  a  similar  one.  Of  course 
there  is'nothing  to  it  from  a  standpoint  of  valuation,  but  as  a  memento  it 
is  very  unique.  /Toy 

Speaking  of  campaign  buttons  and  badges,  I  doubt  if  there  are  many 
who  ever  collected  these  and  how  interesting  such  a  collection  is.  I  have 
been  collecting  for  years,  and  my  collection  contains  such  as  the  Hayes  & 
Wheeler,  Tilden  &  Hendricks,  Cleveland  &  Thurman,  Cleveland  &  Hen- 
dricks, J.  Garfield  &  Arthur,  Roosevelt  &  McKinley,  Grant  &  Arthur  cam- 
paigns not  alone  of  local  organizations  but  the  country  at  large.  Some  are 
elaborate  in  design,  of  silk  and  national  colors. 

If  one  makes  an  effort  he  can  soon  make  an  immense  collection  either 
of  ribbons  or  medals. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  of  any  readers  who  have  one  of  these  badges. 


J  WRIGHT 
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LINCOLN.  Celebrating  the  birth  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  we  are  proud  to  repro- 
duce below  a  picture  of  him  which  we 
believe  has  never  been  published  before. 
This  new  portrait  has  an  interesting  his- , 
tory: 

The  picture  was  apparently  made  for  a 
campaign  badge.  In  a  circular  brass  frame, 
it  has  a  tintype  of  Lincoln  on  one  side  and 
a  tintype  of  Hamlin,  candidate  for  Vice- 
President  in  1860,  on  the  other.  The  badge 
was  found  in  the  personal  papers  of  Capt. 


Charles  Chapman,  of  Providence,  R.  L, 
who  served  in  the  Northern  Army  during 
the  Civil  War.  The  "Chapman  Portrait," 
its  owner  believed,  was  made  originally 
with  the  thought  of  using  it  in  the  1860 
Presidential  campaign. 
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Heirloom  Lincoln  button  posses 
from  mother  to  daughter-in-law 


By  KATHLEEN  O'BRIEN 

Detroit  News  Staff  Writer 

"A  thing  of  beauty  is  a 
joy  forever,"  so  says  the 
poet  Keats. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred- 
erick Peek,  of  Taylor  Tow'n- 
ship,  an  Abraham  Lincoln 
1864  campaign  button  Is  a 
thing  of  beauty  that  "has" 
,given  four  generations  of 
Peeks  joy.  "  " 

THE  SIMPLE  gold 
finished  pin  with  the  words 
Vfor  President  1864"  im- 
printed on  it,  was  once  cen- 
tered with  a  photo  of  Lin- 
coln. But  time  has  taken 


button  away.  Since  that 
first  move  the  button  has 
moved  with  Peek  family 
members  a  dozen  times 
and  yet  because  it  is  so 
treasured  the  button  has 
never  been  lost. 

From  her  death  bed  Mr. 
Peek's  grandmother 
passed  the  button  on  to  her 
daughter-in-law  and  made 
her  promise  to  cherish  it 
and  preserve  the  memory 
of  the  President  she  had 
thought  so  much  of. 


its  toll  and  the  photo  has 
blackened. 

The  pin  was  given  to 
Frederick's  grandfather 
105  years  ago  in  Minnesota 
when  Lincoln,  was  seeking 
reelection. 

Since  then  Peek  family 
women  have  treasured  the 
seemingly  worthless  piece 
of  metal,  passing  it  down 
from  mother  to  daughter- 
in-law. 

"MY  GRANDMOTHER 

thought  a  whole  lot  of  Abe 
Lincoln,"  says  Frederick 
Peek.  "When  my  grand- 
father, who  voted  for  Lin- 
-  coin,  brought  home  that 
button  my  grandmother 
put  it  away  and  the  only 
time  she  brought  it  out 
was  when  she  wanted  to 
show  it  off."  J 

When  the  family  moved 
from  Minnesota  to  Michi- 
gan, the  grandmother 
carefully  packed  the  tiny 


WHEN  FREDERICK 

married  Mary  his'  mother 
promised  her  new  daugh- 
ter-in-law that  the  button 
would  one  day  be  hers. 
And    when  Frederick's 
mother  was  taken  ill  last 
August  she  called  Mary  to 
her  hospital  bed  and  told 
her  where  the  button  was 
to  be  found  and  that  Mary 
must  carry  on  the  Peek 
family  tradition  of  perpet- 
uating President  Lincoln's 
memory. 

Preserving  the  Presi- 
dent's memory  shouldn't 
be  too  hard  for  Mary.  It's 


-News  Photo 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S 
1864  campaign  button. 

keeping  the  button  out  of 
the  inquiring  hands  of  her 
six  children  that  will  be 
the  biggest  job. 

Their  small  home  does 
not  leave  many  hiding 
places.  But  Mary  has 
found  a  place  of  safe  keep- 
ing for  the  pin  and  her  col- 
lection of  old  foreign  coins, 
also  family  heirlooms, 
some  of  which  are  100 
years  old  too. 

"WE'VE  KEPT  these 
things  this  long,"  says 
Frederick.  "I  don't  think 
we'd  ever  sell  'em.  They 
mean  a  whole  lot  more  to 


us  than  they're  worth  in 
money." 

','One  thing  my  mother 
always  wanted  was  for 
The  Detroit  News  to  write 
a  story  about  the  button. 
She  made  me  promise  to 
call  you.  Who  knows 
maybe  someday  we'll  give 
the  button  to  a  museum  so 
other  folks  can  look  at  it 
too.  Mother  would  like 
that." 

The  Detroit  Historical 
Museum  would  be  glad  to 
add  it  to  their  collection. 
A  spokesman  for  the  mu- 
seum said  they  weren't 
sure  of  the  present  market 
price  for  the  button;  be- 
cause they  haven't  had 
their  own  collection  of  his- 
toric campaign  buttons  ap- 
praised recently. 

A  DETROIT  antique 
dealer  is  sure  the  button  is 
worth  at  least  $20,  possibly 
more. 

But  for  the  Peeks  there 
is  no  price  high  enough  for 
their  thing  of  beauty,  for 
what  price  is  joy? 


Traiaifc  Yields  Historic^ 


By  PETE  GILPIN 
Citizen-Times  Staff  Writer 

There's  a  bit  of  history  in 
almost  any  attic,  or  trunk  or 
family  storing  place. 

You  don't  believe  it? 

Then  just  take  a  look,  like 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Cross  of  Mountain 
Home  did  during  an  unpacking 
session  a  few  days  back.  Oh, 
she  knew  there  were  some  old 
coins,  some  yellowed  letters,  but 
she  hadb't  really  looked  closely 
before. 

The  biggest  find  5s  a  time- 
tarnished  medallion  bearing  the 
KSny  ten-types  of  a  clean-shaven 
Abraham  Lincoln  on  one  side 
and  the  likeness  of  Hannibal 
Harnlm,  Lincoln's  first  vice 
president,  on  the  reverse.. 

Obviously  it  is  a  political  pin 
of  that  time,  a  bit  more  sedate 
than  the  flashing,  winking  em- 
blems of  current  campaigns. 

In  addition  to  the  tin-types, 
tt»  quarter-sized  medal  bear* 
the  inscriptions:  "The.  Constitu- 
tion and  The  Laws"  and  "Union 
of  the  States  1860." 
.  There  are  other  pins,  more 
recent  in  vintage,  as  well  as 
souvenir  coins  on  such  subjects 
As  lindbeng's  triumphant  re- 
turn,- Harry  Truman,  Byrd's 
;192B-30  Antarctic  ^E^gjedift&iaad  ■ 
**-.  4SBth  Anniversary  of  foe 
Evacuation  of  Boston  in  J77f>. 

The  medallions,  pi  na  and  coins 
are  part  of  the  belongings  o£ 
Mrs.  Cross's  mother,  the  late 
Mrs,  Betsy  Ilsley  who  died  In 
ifftf,  Botti  Mr*,  fatey  end  her : 
nwshw  were  originally  tmn 
Georgetown,  Mass.,  near  the 
New  Hampshire  border. 

Among  th«  old  coins  in  m 
im  penny  of  the  U.  now 
valued  by  collectors  at  about  $5, 
phis  a  scattering  of  French, 
British  and  Canadian  coins.  And 
there's  «  20-franc  piece  from 
Morocco,  bearing  fee  date  1371, 
but  obviously  of  .more'  recent 
vintage. 

One  souvenir  coin  notes  the 
MOth  anniversary  of  American 
independence  and  ihe  date  July 
4,  1876. 

But  it  is  the  letters  which 
bring  the  history  home  in  a  per- 
sonal  way  to  Mrs.  Cross. 

The  earliest  is  dated  165S  and 
ia  from  Abbott  Lawrence  of  the- 
Legation  of .  the.  IK :  £ .  to  the-' 
then  secretary  of  state,  Daniel 
Webster.  It  -  Qoaoarn*>  -&£  dis- 
charge from  the  British  Nivv>** 
of  a  seaman  named  Reuben 
Clarke,  an  ancestor  of  Mrs. 
Cross.  Clarke,  according  to  an 
accompanying  letter-  from  the 
British  secretary  of  the  admir- 
alty,  h  bow,  discharged  when 
his  ship,  tJie  HMS  .Rodney,  docks 
at ,  Torbay,  because  he  is  of 
Armerican  parentage. 

There  aire  other  letters  con- 
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censing  the  Qarkes  (or  darks) 
ias  the  later  letters  spell  the 
name.  A  younger  brother  Eel- 
ward,  has.  gone  to  Australia  and 
wrote  in  1862  from  Heathcote. 
•  test  he  had /  ■'foi^^l^irtiseM  ■ 
bride.  '  r  "    ■  '  '  !V'  W»w»v 

A  sister,  Miss  Fannie  dark,  i 
and  a  third  brother,  Will,  wrote 
in  letters  that  were  returned 
from  Australia  as  unclaimed 
that  "We  are  having  strange 
•times  here.  .  .  the  South  has 
rebelled.  We  have  been  fight- 
ing about  a  year,  but  I  think 
it  will  all  be  over  in  about  six 
months." 

The  correspondence  is  dated 
•1862,  and  relates  the  capturing 
■  of  a  Confederate  '  stronghold, ' 
Norfolk,  Va.,  and  the  desfcruc- 
.  fcion  of  the  Southern  ironclad 
Merximac  after  its  draw  with 
the  Monitor.        ' ; 

Other  excerpts  from  the 
letter:  • 

"They  (the  Confederates)  • 
abuse  the  American  flag  shame- 
lessly. A  more  lawless*  God- 
forsaken set  of  poor  men  than 
the  majority  of  them  doesn't 
exist  on  the  face  of  the  earth" 

War  profiteers  existed  in  those 
days  also: 

"Some  men  ;.are'..jmatfcjnig'  for- 
:iune#;-;soidiJ-as '  gove)r»m^nt'"conM 

of  rogues  .swindling  poor  sold- 
iers out  of  hard-earned  pay." 

And  more  hopes  of  an  early 
victory  for  the  North:  ,.| 

"The  Federal  Arimy  is  gnlft- 
toig  vlete'tai  every  day.  1  fchinia 
the  South  is  alck  of  It," 

The  brother  and  sister  s&ldi 
the  Union  armies  would  not  quit 
until  etoivftry  had  \mt\  «ml«d. 
(but  that  "The  South  State  had 
its  death  blow." 

A  New  England  primer  oi 
J.890  vintage  and  a  much  older 
"Comprehensive  Grammar  ol 
the  English  ■Tongue, ' '  its  worr , 
leather  binding  ■  cracked,  anc  : 
peeling,  were,  other  finds.  Th< t 
latter  pointed  out  in  preface 
that  it  would  use  the  new 
spelling  of  arithmetic,  dropping 
the"  spelling  with'  a  final  k, 
and  vowing  that  '^rafflsriiar  is 
the  art  -of  speaking  and  writing 
any  language  with  propriety." 

Which  is  a  pretty  good  vow, 
«v»n  a  hundred  or  so  years 
>JM?rs  •;■..,.  '•;••■  •..:,>•.'.  •■• 


MAGNIFYING  GLASS  IN  HAND,  Mrs.  M.  A. 

Cross  of  Mountain  Home  in  Henderson  County  peruses 
a  letter  (left  photo)  from  an  ancestor  written  during 
the  Civil  War  and  predicting  the  cessation  of  hostili- 
.  ties  within  six  months.  (The  prediction  erred  by  some 
"  three  years.)  The  letter,  coins' and  a  rare  Lincoln  cam- 
paign pin  were  found  among  the  belongings  of:  her 
mother,  who  died  in  1958.  A  rare  find  by  Mrs.  Cross 
(right  photo)  was  the  medallion  of  Abraham  Lincoln  at 
left,  pictured  with  a  clipping  telling  of  another  such 
si  pin.  The  pins  were  similar,  but  the  clipping  tells  of 
one  in  which  the  Lincoln  portrait  is  more  full-faced 
than  the  one  owned  by  Mrs.  Cross.  , 
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185- 


unusual  jugate,  but 
photos  soiled 
75- 
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mint  beauty, 
paper  photo 
125- 
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classic  in  exc. 
cond. 
195- 
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exc.  cond.  with 
only  couple  very 
minor  surface 
bubbles 
125- 
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green  border; 
exc.  cond;  no 
pin 
375- 


18 

near-mint 
except  for  tiny 
fleck  between 
portraits;  no  pin 
450- 


19 

scarce  Scott  Abbott  tintype,  with 
original  card  on  back 
200- 


20 

matching  McClellan,  with 
card  exceptionally  bright 
and  bold 
375- 


21 

beauty,  In  excellent 
condition;  original  pin 
650- 


unusual  large  cardboard; 
couple  tiny  pin-prick  holes 
near  edge;  no  pin 
150- 


23 

superb  Garfield  ferro; 

tiny  blemish  over 
Garfield's  mouth  not 
too  noticeable 
375- 


The  Elections  of  1860-1864 

candidacies  of  Abraham  Uncoln  is  one :  o -nm mf** ahc  g. 

one  hundred  Uncoln  P^.^^^ ^  Ae  ^campaigns.  The  .860 

to  tokens  and  medalets. 

The  election  of  ,860  represented  a  dme  of  o*a 1— n  foe ^~whid, 
is  mirrored  in  its  political  memorabtha  The  genual ^con 
—ed  union  - ^ncoln  loke„s  pl^ed 
on STgia     «,^tr  mlo'tn  image  (Sullivan  AL  ,860£  .86^0,  whtch 

presidenual  running-mate,  Hannfcd  Ham  m  ™*£J™J£  ^occasionally 
bearing  two  shields. 

Lmcolbs  opponent  are  all  represented  in  ^^tX^nSI 

^^^^^"^s  and  more 
than  ten  for  both  Breckenridge  and  Bell. 

Andrew  Johnson,  the  Perhn  Colkcuor, '  ^^^"^P  e  hnmor,  or 
from  this  election.  One  of  these-perhap  an  example ol  gn  command  of 

intended  as  a  gibe  at  McClellan,  whom  L'"^^e^°~l  of  Linc„ln  lists 
the  Union  ^^^^2.  ^  and  Philip  H. 
S  ^^^M^  is  represented  by  more  than  tony- 
five  tintypes,  tokens,  and  badges. 

and  Winfield  Scott. 


